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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 5 sheets, including this cover sheet, 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims andfor drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report andfcr sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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Basis of the opinion 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(H) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents ched 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 

EXAMINATION REPORT Internationa) application No. PCT/NL 03/00667 

I. Basis of the report 

1 ' Sfi th ^ ard t0 ™ e,ements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in ^^S^S^SSm^Sh- 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70 16 and 70. 17% 

Description, Pages 

1 " 21 as originally filed 



1-25 



Claims, Numbers 



as originally filed 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/10-10/10 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authoritv in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: . which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

° Rule55 1tinoirV^3) &lati0n fumished ,or the P ur P° ses of international preliminary examination (under 

3. With regard to any nucleotide andfcr amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

° £ h .tf X **f!!P*I!! tha , 1 the .frequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished ui*«osure 

D Till* t SST2f m Xt l at th t jnformation recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. ^ 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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Re Item V. 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : EP-A-1 010 793 (LANTOR BV) 21 June 2000 (2000-06-21) 

1 The document D1 is regarded as being the closest prior art to the subject-matter of 
claim 1 , and shows (the references in parentheses applying to this document): 



A core material, suitable for use in a closed mould system, spray up application 
and/or hand lay up application, said core material being drapable, which core material 
is based on at least one fibrous web containing a foam- structure within the web, said 
foam-structure being formed of a plurality of members, which members are separated 
from each other by channels that are permeable to resin, 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from this known material in that the members 
have an average diameter - as defined by the diameter of the enveloping circle, in the 
plane of the material - of less than 1 .5 mm and wherein the channels have an 
average diameter of less than 0.75 mm. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 is therefore new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2. The problem to be solved by the present invention may be regarded as insufficient 
surface quality of a moulded object in which the prior art core material is used. The 
objective of the invention is therefore the improvement of surface quality while 
maintaining drapeability, resin permeability and compression strength. 
The solution to this problem proposed in claim 1 of the present application is 
considered as involving an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT) since none of the prior 
art documents disclose nor fairly suggest the modification of the foam structure as 
defined in the characterising part of claim 1 . The dimensions of the foam members 
solve the above defined problem while maintaining the other defined properties. 
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3. Claims 2 to 18 are dependent on claim 1 and claims 1 9 to 23 define a manufacturing 
process using the core material of claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

4. Claim 24 appears to lack the essential features for manufacturing the core mat of 
claim 1. These essential features are defined in claim 25, which should therefore 
have been incorporated in claim 24. 

The combination of claims 24 and 25 defines a process for manufacturing the novel 
and inventive product of claim 1 and as such also meets the requirements of the PCT 
with respect to novelty and inventive step. 
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5 Q ^r^ras&rsr nw 6Mn made - s,nc « -» h ™ 

iZonT aC3mePt COntainfng such ame ndments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V ' So«fl«H ^T nt ? nder Artlc, t ? 5(2) wlth ****** to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement applicability, 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-25 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-25 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-25 




No: 


Claims 





2, Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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